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I ~ru~1 conlfl(t," 
.... 4 GotdOI SIUl rI. a Beckley 
aMn'C .. 110 loa'U IS president of 
lilt ~U1.1 firm !hat replx<d the 
c*i ~ Shoe: Co, 

","e'te ''er} fOft unalC to se! il. 
n.. • fOtDllO be the bll::kbone of 
_Mu)eU, ' 

HDO'a once bad a payrott of 
W before p!.IlIlnJ up 'lakes las! ,.. 

" When Ih. , h Clor), c losed 
6Q., •. sevenl of us realited we 
b.ad a lot o f ,ood people In Ihe 
~E)' wl\o needed ",vrk. I.1d 
wut: If' lncd sl\o(makers." Sluarl .... 

. It .. as a ch.llenge for us 10 
CO RK d o .... n here and ~ee i f we 
aluld I£lloOmCthln~ llaned, We 're 
beJU1l11n, EO ItOW ' 

Wuh Ihe JC !'enney comnCI . 
lhe fi nn .... ,11 tum OUt shoes In .he 
medium pr ice range. retnihng for 
$85 10$150. 

Ultlln8tely. Sluart wants 10 see 
the new finn with more employees 
lhan the old Hanover planl. 

" Ie 's not goi ng 10 be lomor· 
ro"" ." cautioned Sluart ..... ho luis 
been in the shoe business since 
leaVing the U.S . Marine Corps. 
'Td like to get this plan! to pro
ducing around 2,400 pairs a day .. " 

Tim Huffman, one of the four 
owners. sa id the firm also landed a 
eon tract to supply 375 pairs of ele
vator shoes n day to Rich Lee of 
Mnrybnd. 

Recently . Huffman went Ie a ' 
town hall mee ting to get a n idea of 
the labor marker and snw the two 
sides of the econo mic picture in 
Pocahontas Cou n ty. Some 150 
pWple allended. 

" That ~ho.." that. )'es , thert is a 
t remendous labor markel ," he 
sa id. " But it also shows there's a 
tremenduus unemployment prob
lem." 

Hanovc r Shoe stayed in bu. i· 
ness for thrte decades 10 this lown. 

bu t closed i h dours in January 
1995. 

Wesl Vi rgmia Shoe aequ irc:t 
the building las t s ummer and 
began producing some samples , 
but o nly recent ly swung into pro
duction , 

"We're juS! gemng started , 
basically." Huf"finan said. " \\'e're 
brand ne ..... " 

Righ t off. the firm pul 35 people 
on the payrol l. Huffman hopes to 
add al ike num ber 500n. 

Huffman shares the concerns of 
those who live along the flood 
plain. After all. many were lold a 
decade ago they would nel'cr see a 
flood of such magnitude agai n. 

' Tm sure forr,eple who li"e 
on low grou~ d. i there's nothing 
go ing to happened as far as flood 
control, then I would say people 
should be concerned," he sa id. 
• 'TIle mood is fine. They're wo:1:
ing to get e ve r ythin~ back in 
shape. It doesn't take thiS commu
nity long to bounce back." 

Lucky for the shoe factory, on ly 
half an inch of water crept indoors. 
ca us ing no rea l damage . The 
employus were back on the job in 

t"'o days after they Jo,,~d ~olun· 
leer> .n restoring !he planL 

·· We·ve got some upcncneed 
shoemakers In thiS communlly." 
he laid . nOllng the presem:e of 
Il3nol'c r since the 1960s. 

Among Ihem !J Jack Hess, .... ·00 
le ft afte r 39 y~ars In Ihe !ride (0 
apply hiS tale ntS as a !hoe con5ul· 
t9nt. No .... ,. he s back at ... ork fOf 
West Vlrsinia Shoe and he 's con· 
\'ineed the ne .... firm Will make II. 

"Absolutely," he said. smiling. 
" That ' s wh~ I' m here . !o hel p 
them make il." 

Stua" said !he flood did nothmg 
\0 lower mor:JIe 

" It didn 't leal'e us dlscou: 
aged,'· he said. " All It left W:lS a 
p lan! fnll of mud and muck. It' s 
Amaling to see how these folks 
here in the eommunlly came '" 
and save u; a ha nd to gel In 
c leaned up." 

Fortunatdr. he noted, the plant 
lost ne, the r ra .... mate rial s no r 
equipment. 

"ThcIl: ' s a 101 of heDvy lift ing 
to bc done he re ye t. but ... e re 
cn~our~ged'" Stum said . 
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